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Meet Jay Stafstrom and the Stafstrom Lab
Meet one of our newest EEB faculty members, Dr. Jay
Stafstrom!

> What does the Stafstrom lab do? What is the lab’s
primary focus? We study ‘sensory ecology’ - how
sensory systems work, what are their function, and
how they might evolve. We use a fascinating group
of sensory specialists to tackle these questions, the
net-casting spiders.

> What are you excited to accomplish at IU? Any
major goals on the horizon? I'm most excited to
mentor graduate students, it’s the main reason I
ever wanted to be a professor in the first place. I
only just started in January, so I'm eager to get
some students and start cruising through projects
in the near future. Collecting trips in
Australia/Mexico/Florida are on the horizon.

> What are your hobbies/things you like to do for
fun? Anything outside! Climbing at Hoosier Heights,
hiking trails looking for birds, rewatching the IU
championship game on YouTube.

> Is there anything else you would like to share?
I’'m always happy to show off our spiders. Come
drop by for a tour!

Learn more about Jay
and his lab by visiting
his lab in Bio Bldg 149D
and by viewing his
website here:
www.JayStafstrom.com

Net-casting spider close-up.
Photo credit via Jay Stafstrom

B-Town Farmers Markets
Bloomington offers a variety of
farmers markets throughout the
year. Local farmers markets are a
great way to support small
businesses and farmers, as well
as buy fresh produce and food.
Bloomington farmers markets
include:

> Bloomington Community
Farmers Market
Time: Saturdays from April-
September: 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Location: Showers Common
(401 N. Morton St.)

> The People’s Cooperative
Market
Time: Every Saturday: 10:00
am-2:00 pm
Location: 2420 E. Third Street

> Tuesday Market
Time: Tuesdays from June-
September: 4:00-7:00 pm
Location: Hopewell Commons
(332 W. University St.)

Check out this guide for more
local farmers markets, vendors,
and shops with local produce:
https://www.visitbloomington.co
m/things-to-

do/downtown/farmers-markets/

About this Newsletter: This
newsletter’s purpose is to spotlight
our department in a fun, informal,
and informative manner.
Submissions, suggestions, comments,
and questions are always welcome.
Email me at kbornha@iu.edu
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For Your Consideration: Biking to Campus

Has the parking situation on and around campus ever frustrated you? Do you live within Bloomington city
limits? Consider biking to campus instead! Bicycling is a very good form of exercise, both physically and
mentally. Plus, biking at IUB is a breeze, as indicated by IUB’s 2025 Gold status of Bike Friendly University,
awarded by The League of American Bicyclists. Don’t just take my word for it, here is what Department Chair
Armin Moczek, an everyday bicycle commuter, has to say:

“I have lived in Bloomington over 20 years and have biked to work almost every day. Biking wakes me
up in the morning, and degrumpifies me on my way back home. It has become such an engrained part
of my daily habits that on those few days when I had to take the bus or drive, I truly miss it.” - Armin
Moczek

If you do bring your bike to campus, you will need to register your bike through Bike Index. This is a free
service to anyone with IU credentials. Registration allows you to get help if your bike goes missing,
notifications about campus bike events, access to various resources, and much more!

> “But I don’t have a helmet, a u-lock, or even a bike!” -- Check out one of the many bicycle shops
around Bloomington. Here are a few near campus:
o Revolution Bike & Bean: 401 E 10™ St
o Bikesmiths: 112 S College Ave
o Bloomington Community Bike Project: 216 N Madison St
= The Earn-a-Bike program allows anyone to volunteer six hours of their time for the
opportunity to build or repair a bike using our stock of bikes, frames, and components.
Check out more services offered here: https://btownbikeproject.org/
> “But I don’t know where to properly store my bike!” -- There are many available bike racks between
the Biology Building, Simon Hall, and Myers Hall. Nearby, there is indoor bike storage at the Ballantine
Hall Bike Hub, which even has 2 bike repair stations!
> “But I don’t know how to get around town safely!” -- Bloomington is very bike-friendly, with the B-
line, a paved non-motor 3.1-mile path running North-South through town, designated bike lanes and
routes, and more. Click here for the Bloomington-Monroe County Bicycle Map
> “But I don’t want to bike when there is bad weather!” -- Luckily, IU offers the Hoosier Commute Club
(HCC) for those who primarily walk, bike, or use public transportation for commuting to and from
campus. Perks include 24 parking passes to use throughout the year and much more.

I hope that this information encourages you to consider biking to campus. While Armin is the star example,
even 1 day of alternative commuting per week, whether that’s biking, walking, public transportation, or
carpooling, makes a difference to your environment.

Check out these additional
resources, which contain comprehensive
information:

» Bicycling at IU via IU
Sustainable Transportation

» Biking in Bloomington via
City of Bloomington

Bike rack between Biology Building and
Mpyers Hall. Photo credit via Kat Bornhausen
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